
VILLAGE NEWS  

Welcome to our Spring 2009 issue of Village News and 
we would like to extend a warm welcome to all those 
new residents who have moved into the village over 
the past few months.  Please remember that all 
residents of Lower Kingswood are members of the 
Residentsõ Association, if you have any concerns 
about the Village, the Residentsõ Association 
Committee is here to try and help you and represent 
your interests. 

Unlike most other local Residentsõ Association there is 
no annual subscription payable ð our running costs 
are met from the revenue from advertisements in our 
newsletter.  So please help support our local 
businesses and advertisers.  Please remember that, 
without the continuing support of local residents, our 
local businesses ð both old and new ð may find it 
difficult to survive. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

The AGM of the Lower Kingswood Residentsõ 
Association will take place at 7:30pm on Tuesday, 
7th April at the Church Hall in Buckland Road; it 
will be followed by the AGM of the Village Hall 
Trust.  All residents are welcome to attend both 
meetings.  

We hope to see as many of you as possible; please 
remember that this is your Residentsõ Association.  As 
usual, we look forward to welcoming our Borough & 
County Councillors. 

COUNCILLORSõ SURGERY  

We were pleased to note that the meeting held in mid-
November was well attended and members of the 
Committee have had positive feedback from this 
meeting.  We should also like to thank all our Borough 
& County Councillors and Surrey Police 
representatives for sparing the time to attend and 
participate in òface to faceó discussions with residents 
and we look forward to welcoming them at future 
surgeries. 

We have scheduled the next meeting for Saturday 
23rd May (between 11:00am and 12:00 noon) at the 
Church Hall in Buckland Road.   

POLICE NEWS  

We are fortunate that instances of criminal activity 
within Lower Kingswood remain low; but that is not 
to say we should be complacent.  Unfortunately we 
have also lost both òouró PC (Kelly Thorne) & PCSO 
(Karen Hughes) and we wish them both well for the 
future.  In the short term, Lower Kingswood is being 
covered as part of a òpatchó which includes 
Tadworth, Walton, Kingswood, Hooley & Netherne.  
There is a longer term issue with regard to the 
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recruitment of officers by Surrey Police, given the 
proximity to the Metropolitan Police area (and the 
higher salaries paid by the latter); this is an issue that 
our Councillors are pursuing in their regular 
meetings with Surrey Police. 

If you have access to the internet and would like 
further statistical information on the levels of crime, 
you can now access a òcrime mapó which allows 
information to be obtained for a given locality or 
even post code: http://surrey.crimemapper.co.uk/ 

Donõt forget, any suspicious activity should be 
reported to the police. 

YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES NEED YOU 

We are increasingly bombarded by the media with 
the impact of the growing economic recession ð and 
it seems clear that the worst is far from over.  It is 
important that Lower Kingswood residents continue 
to support OUR local businesses and services 
otherwise we could find that the remaining ones will 
not survive.   

You can help our local businesses by giving them 
the opportunity to provide a quotation for any 
goods or services that you may be contemplating 
ordering.   

We are now including a Directory of Local 
Businesses in issues of Village News.  We 
would like to invite all local businesses or 
services ð whether or not they already have a 
òfeatureó advertisement ð to contact us and we 
will arrange to include a FREE 2 or 3 line 
directory listing for all issues of Village News 
that we will be published during 2009 AND 
2010.  Such details can be forwarded via our 
Chairman.  

VILLAGE NEWS  

Once again a big thank you to all who have 
contributed articles and helped with both the 
production and distribution of this newsletter.  
Village News is distributed free to all households in 
(and around) Lower Kingswood, and this is only 
possible because of the assistance given by 
volunteers in its production, printing and 
distribution.  If you can spare the time to help ð 
particularly with distribution ð please contact our 
Chairman. 

Donõt forget - if you use the services of one of 
our advertisers, please mention that you saw 
their advertisement in Village News. 

We would also like to acknowledge the continued 
support of Fidelity Investment Services. 
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FACING UP TO DIFFICULT TIMES 

This year is going to be difficult for us all, including the Council.  
Just as you have to economise, we at the Council will have to do 
more for less. 

These are unprecedented economic times for us all.  We are hav-
ing to look carefully at all of our plans.  This year we shall finish 
many things which we have started, within our budget, just as we 
did last year. We completed the Priory Park refurbishment 
mainly paid for by a lottery grant and kind donations from 
Canon, Legal & General, Watson Wyatt Worldwide, and other 
smaller donations, for which we are most grateful.  The new 
Redhill bus station was paid for by New Growth Point money 
from the Government, and we have just succeeded in obtaining 
another £5.3 million to improve our Borough 

This year we are going to begin to fulfil another pledge, this time 
to Horley residents.  They had the pain of 2,600 extra dwellings 
foisted upon them, and I promised that there must be gain as 
well as pain.  To that end we are working in partnership with 
Surrey County Council to secure the purchase of land in Horley 
that will allow us to build the Leisure Centre and Pool, and other 
benefits that were promised to those residents. 

The horrendous fire at the Waitrose store just before Christmas 
was a blow to traders and shoppers alike.  My officers are work-
ing very closely with Waitrose and a planning application is  al-
most ready for councillors to consider.  We shall do all we can to 
get Waitrose up and trading as soon as we can, and in the mean-
time they have moved into the old Woolworths store.  Special 
thanks are due to Fire, Police and Reigate & Banstead officers 
who did so much on that fateful night and after to get the High 
Street up and running again. 

The Council is not exempt from financial hardship, it costs over 
£55million to provide our services, and we receive just £6.8 mil-
lion in government grant.  That equates to £52.93 per head as 

opposed to Harrogate who receive 
£68.32 per head!  We rely on fees and 
charges and investment income to make 
up the shortfall, and like all of us the 
Council has seen its investment income 
plummet to the lowest ever since bank-
ing records began.  Reigate & Banstead 
keep just 13p from every pound of 
council tax you pay.  The rest goes to 
Surrey County Council and Surrey Po-
lice.  Both of these bodies have suffered 
severe cuts and under provision from 
government for some 9 years.  

My Executive and Senior Officers are working hard to find other 
ways to deliver services and to save your money.  My pledge to 
you is that we shall continue to provide quality services to keep 
this Borough ôClean, Green and Safeõ. Clean and Green we can 
do alone, Safe is in close partnership with the Police, a relation-
ship which I value and nurture.  I further promise that every 
penny of your money will be spent wisely and carefully.  We are 
well versed in that, having just shaved £!.9million off our budget. 

Things will improve, life will get easier.  Let us be grateful that 
we live in such a wonderful place, and do all we can to keep it 
that way. 

Joan Spiers 

Leader of the Council 

e-mail: cllr.Spiers@reigate-banstead.gov.uk 

telephone: 01737-833590 

 

Editorõs note: 

On behalf of the Residentsõ Association, we should like to thank our  

Reigate & Banstead Borough Councillors for their very recent donation 

towards the printing costs of our quarterly newsletter ôVillage Newsõ.         

As announced in the last issue, 
PC Kelly Thorne has already left 
Surrey Police to join another 
force and, more recently, PCSO 
Karen Hughes has joined Surrey 
Police itself.  Lower Kingswood is 
thus being covered by PC Ed 
Ferris and PCSO Laura Johnson 
ð along with Tadworth, Walton, 
Kingswood, Hooley & Netherne.  
Their contact details are as fol-
lows: 
 

PC Ed Ferris 
FIN: 3029 
Email: Ferris3029@surrey.pnn.police.uk 
Phone: 0845-125-2222 
PCSO Laura Johnson 
FIN: 12543 
Email: Johnson12543@surrey.pnn.police.uk 
Phone: 0845-125-2222 
 
 

BREAKING NEWS  

Lower Kingswood Street Surgery - Wednesday 1st April 2009 
from 8:30 to 9:30am outside Lower Kingswood Primary 
School, Buckland Road. 

Reigate & Banstead Borough Council report  

Surrey Police report  

mailto:Ferris3029@surrey.pnn.police.uk
mailto:Johnson12543@surrey.pnn.police.uk
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BURGLARY 

Burglaries and vehicle crime in the Kingswood area is a top pri-
ority for the Safer Neighbourhood Team.  Due to the affluent 
nature of Kingswood Warren, it is an inviting target for thieves 
and burglars within Surrey and from neighbouring counties such 
as London and Sussex.  

Residential and building site burglaries as well as vehicle crime in 
Kingswood and the surrounding areas have been identified as a 
concern for local residents.  Your Safer Neighbourhoods Team 
(SNT) has been actively patrolling those areas worst affected and 
conducting stop checks.  We are committed to identifying possi-
ble suspects for these crimes and reassuring residents by our 
presence. We are also aware of regular offenders for these types 
of crimes and working with our Local Intelligence Office and 
Proactive Investigation Team (PIT) based at Reigate.  
Burglaries are often the work of opportunists and we urge resi-
dents to assist our hard work by: 

Securing their homes, keeping windows locked so they 
canõt be opened from the outside, locking front and back 
doors and vehicles even while at home. 

Improving home security, having CCTV systems which 
are obvious and recording 24 hrs a day.  

Use the ôSTOP CHAIN CHECKõ routine be-
fore deciding whether or not to allow callers into your 
home. 

Notifying Surrey Police IMMEDIATELY of any suspi-
cious callers or persons loitering in your area, any vehicles 
which are foreign to the area or to a particular address or 
of any suspicious activity at neighbouring properties. 

Telling neighbours when you go away, having key holders 
at neighbouring premises, getting to know your 
neighbours and their frequent callers/vehicles and setting 
up neighbourhood watch schemes. 

Crime has been relatively low however complacency is our worst 
enemy and the criminalsõ best friend.  We will continue to run 
patrols at random and alternating times of the day in the hope of 
disrupting that element of persons who might take advantage of 
this. 
A recent stop check on a vehicle in Kingswood during burglary 
patrols resulted in one person being arrested for having offen-
sive weapons and drugs within the vehicle. 

SPEEDING 

Speeding has been raised as a particular issue in Buckland Road, 
Lower Kingswood and Tadworth Street around the area of the 
primary schools. 

This is obviously a high priority since children going to and from 
school are often distracted and likely to run across roads or step 
out without warning.  The government is constantly aware of 
this issue as the recent spate of media attention attests to.   

Young people are twice as likely to be killed or seriously injured 
as a result of being struck by a car and are further at risk from 
people exceeding the speed limit.  A lot of the areas we are fo-
cusing on already have 20 MPH zones enforceable during school 
pick up and drop off times and we would like to take this oppor-
tunity to remind people that 20 MPH (or 30 MPH in most town 
areas) is the MAXIMUM limit and should not be exceeded, par-

ticularly during peak hours.  

Speed monitoring is taking place in the area and a Community 
SpeedWatch scheme is being discussed.  This will encourage 
local residents who are available at those peak hours to be in-
volved in recording drivers' speeds.  Warning notices are dis-
patched via the Safer Neighbourhoods Team.  In appropriate 
areas, officers will be visibly checking drivers' speed and enforc-
ing other minor traffic law such as seatbelt offences, inconsider-
ate parking and unnecessary obstructions.  A number of enforce-
ment tickets have already been issued.  

Please make sure you leave enough time to get your children to 
and from school to prevent being tempted to go a little quicker.  
Also remember the test the TOP GEAR guys did a couple of 
years ago which proved that speeding and changing lanes doesnõt 
actually get you there any faster!! 

TOP TEN TIPS TO REDUCE THE RISK OF  

BURGLARY: 

1. Lock doors and windows 

2. Check gates and boundaries 

3. Keep desirable items from view 

4. Switch on the lights 

5. Install a burglar alarm 

6. Consider a door entry system 

7. Don't hide a spare key outside 

8. Secure garages and garden sheds 

9. Look out for each other 

10. Stay alert to suspicious behaviour 
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This half term already seems to have flown by.  Our younger 
Reception children are now full time and have settled into the 
longer school day, whilst our older children will be going on 
their residential trips.  The Year 5 children will spend 3 busy 
days at an activity centre near Tonbridge Wells and the Year 6 
children are spending a few days in France, in Le Touquet.  They 
will visit a traditional village boulangerie, a small chocolate 
factory and then have an opportunity to try out some of their 
French in a local market.  

In March we are having our environment week and a wide range 
of activities have been organised for the children.  We will be 
continuing to work on our garden and we are hoping the 
children will be able to start planting in our sensory area of the 
garden.  Other activities include designing and making a mosaic 

out of recycled materials, sculpturing, a recycled fashion 
show and flower pot painting. The aim is for this area of 
the school to be transformed over the next 3-4 months 
so children can use it to enhance their learning and for it 
to provide a tranquil area for the children at playtime.  
The school has also established an eco-committee 
involving a group of children who are looking at ways 
we can ensure the school is recycling, saving energy and 
generally taking care of our environment.  

The school would always welcome any additional help 
or advice especially with regards to the outdoor 

environment.  If anybody has any items in garden sheds that are 
rarely used or are taking up space such as trowels, spades and 
terracotta flower pots, the school would always make good use 
of them!  

Finally, I would like to extend a very warm welcome to 
Kingswoodõs new deputy head teacher, 
Julia Waterson, who has spent the last 10 
years teaching in Croydon. She has already 
settled in very quickly and I have no doubt 
the school will benefit from her skills and 
experience.  

Duncan Steele 
Headteacher 

Printer Inks/tonersPrinter Inks/tonersPrinter Inks/toners    
Don't pay silly Prices.  

Cheap Compatible/Original Printer 

Inks & Toners 

Epson  Blk & Col From £6.50  

Multipacks From £20  
 

HP From Blk £12, Col  £15  
 

Lexmark  From Blk £18, Col £20 

Free delivery  Wintech Computers Ltd  

18 Dents Grove, Lower Kingswood, 

KT20 7DX 

Tel & Fax 01737 225520   

Mob  07932 663690  

Email: sales@wintechcomputers.com  

Web: www.wintechcomputers.com  

Computer Sales & Repairs  Computer Sales & Repairs  Computer Sales & Repairs     
Computers built to your needs.  We can 

deliver & setup a new PC, get you broad-

band, email & show you how to use it all.  

Computers and Laptops  

Repairs  & upgrades  

Site Visits 

Help and advice  

Visit our web Site for more details  

Kingswood Primary School  
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Quality and     

reliability at a 

competitive 

price  

Netherne Printing Services 

Unit 12/13 

Havenbury Industrial Estate 

Dorking 

Surrey    RH4 1ES 

Tel: 01306 875150 

Fax: 01306 875152 

email: info@netherneprint.co.uk 

www: 

http://www.netherneprint.co.uk/  

Meetings have been taking place on a regular basis to arrange the 
2009 Village Fête.  It will take place on Bank Holiday Monday 
4th May.  The time will be 1:30pm ð 4:30pm.  The Recreation 
Ground will be the venue and we hope that again this year the 
sun will shine.  Please make a note in your diary! 

The Committee has been working hard to find attractions but to 
keep expenses to the minimum. 

Many of the usual enjoyable events will take place ð the Fête will 
start with the parade from the Church Hall of the children from 
pre-school with their Prince & Princess, then the uniformed 
groups.  The children from Kingswood School will be running 
some stalls, including the stocks ð what fun!!!!  The Parent & 
Toddler Group are running a Childrenõs Corner with toys, there 
will be the dog show, Beer Tent, BBQ together with teas etc. 

We are hoping to enjoy a steel band this year.  On display will be 
some classic cars ð if you have your own ôPride & Joyõ and 
would like to join in please ring for more information. 

There are many other stalls for you to enjoy with the Old Pheas-
antry holding their Bric-a-Brac and plants stall.  It is hoped to 
have the Owls in attendance again ð these were so admired last 
year.  There will be the cake stall and again this year a Cake 
Competition ð posters about this will be displayed around the 
village.  The W.I are hoping that again this year anyone who 
would like to bake a cake for sale will bring it along, in the morn-
ing of the Fête. 

The children from Kingswood School will be taking part in a 
painting competition organised in school by local artist Sandra 
Summers. 

Raffle tickets are on sale ð so please help the Fête by purchasing 
some.   

Please come along and enjoy this annual village event ð we shall 
be delighted to see you! 

Village Fête -  Bank Holiday Monday 4th May  

Lower Kingswood  

Village Fête  

Do you really want to go to the Third Floor? 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT  
 
LONGSHAW HAIR & NAIL STUDIO  
72a BRIGHTON ROAD  
LOWER KIGSWOOD  
SURREY  01737-832321 
 
We are a local family-run business that opened at the  
beginning of March 2009. We offer a friendly reliable service all 
at competitive rates, with 30 years experience in Hair & Beauty.   
Fully trained & insured. 
 
WE OFFER: 

SHAMPOO & SETS 

BLOWDRYS 

CUTS & RESTYLES 

TINTS  

HIGH & LOW LIGHTS  

PERMS 

NAIL EXTENTIONS   

MANICURES & PEDICURES  

FACIALS 

EYE LASH TINTING & EYEBROW SHAPING  

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT SHIRLEY 
ON: 01737 832 321 

**** 10% OFF FIRST VISIT ****  
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Visit your local friendly club and socialise with friends at 
LOWER KINGSWOOD SOCIAL CLUB  

31 Buckland Road,  Lower Kingswood 

 

ˊ All alcohol at well below pub prices 

ˊ Facilities include bar, disco and dance hall available  

exclusively to all members at very competitive rates  

of hire for parties and functions 

 

ˊ Live Music    ˊ Caberets    ˊ Discos     

ˊ Barbecues     ˊ Quiz Nights    ˊ Sports Sections      

ˊ Pool    ˊ Darts    ˊ Crib    ˊ Dominoes     

ˊ Football    ˊ Bowls     ˊ Sky TV/Sky Sports 

 

Parking for Members 

Members and their guests always welome 

 

Telephone: 01737 832609 for details 

or email: secretary@lksc.orangehome.co.uk 

Or visit us on our website at 

www.lowerkingswood.ciu.org.uk 
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SPRING SHOW 

Saturday 11th April ð open to the public at 2:00pm ð at the 
Church of the Good Shepherd Hall, Tadworth 

Hosts of golden daffodils, colourful camellias and the heady 
scent of hyacinths await you along with tulips, violas, hellebores 
and other Spring flowers.  Donõt miss the ôArrangement using 
yellow, blue and white flowersõ and ôDays gone byõ in the decora-
tive section while the arrangements in liqueur glasses are sure to 
catch your eye. 

The domestic section will be tempting you with such goodies as 
marmalade, Easter biscuits, blackberry jelly and a wholemeal loaf 
cooked and exhibited in a flower pot. 

Remember to bring some small change to vote for your favour-
ite photograph, as the photography competition is judged en-
tirely by the public.  Subjects this time include ôWinter flowering 
shrubõ and ôYou beauty!õ 

The craft competition is also judged by the public ð more small 
change required.  With classes as varied as knitting/crochet, 
painting/drawing and woodwork, thereõs sure to be something 
to interest everyone. 

Enter the junior section at your peril ð theyõre making vegetable 
and fruit animals to guard their gardens!  Other classes include 
homemade cookies and computer-designed posters to advertise 
the next show. 

Members, before you leave, donõt forget to pick up your plug 
plant.  Grow it on at home, before bringing it back ð dead or 
alive -  to the Summer show in August.  Juniors can also take 
home a packet of seeds to grow. 

The raffle, teas and plant sales will all take place as usual. 

GARDENERõS DELIGHT  

Saturday 13th June and Sunday 14th June 2009 ð 2:00pm to 
6:00pm each day 

A popular annual event when several local gardens are opened 
for your pleasure throughout the weekend for a single, very rea-
sonable, admission charge.  Yes, you only pay once and can visit 
them all! 

Teas, ice creams and plants on sale at various venues. 

 

Kingswood, Walton & Tadworth Horticultural Society  

Lower Kingswood  

Residentsõ Association 

A.G.M.  
Church Hall,  

 Buckland Road  

7.30pm Tuesday  
7 TH  APRIL 2009  

 

Invited guests include: 
Borough & County  

Councillors  
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The Wisdom of God Church  

 
View from the Vicarage  

 
ñWe are a Church Family that seeks to share the love of 
Christ with the community here and worldwide.ò 

 
A time for new beginning.  The New Year grows 
older and the people of the USA have a new President, 
yet the recession bites and times are tough.  This is, in 
the words of the prophet Ecclesiastes contained in the 
song 'Turn, turn, turn',  ña time to break down, and a 
time to build upò.  As we are forced back to basics and 
reorder a shattered society let us strive for spiritual 
values and the principles of justice, righteousness and 
peace.  God bless, 

Garth Barber  

Priest-in-Charge,  

St. Andrewôs with the Wisdom of God, Kingswood 

 

 
You are invited to attend the following Spring 
Events:  

 

The Variety Jazz Band 
Saturday 28th March 

Tickets: £6 
Village Hall, Lower Kingswood 

Doors open 7.30pm 
 

H o l y  W e e k  

Palm Sunday  5th April Holy Communion 
with Long Gospel - 9:30am in the Wisdom of 

God; 11:00am in St Andrews  Devotional Service for 

Holy Week  in St Andrewôs, 4:30pm (note new time)  
 
Monday 6th April Compline  St Andrewôs, 8:00pm 

Tuesday 7th April Compline  Wisdom of God, 8:00pm 

Wednesday 8th April Compline  St Andrewôs, 8:00pm 

Maundy Thursday  9th April Last Supper Service  in 

The Wisdom of God, 8:00pm 

Good Friday  10th April Meditational Service,  

St Andrewôs, 1:00pm-3:00pm 

Easter Saturday  11th April Service of Light,  

St Andrewôs, 8:00pm  

Easter Sunday 12 th  April  

8:00am Holy Communion (BCP). St Andrewôs 

9:30am Holy Communion, Wisdom of God 

11:00am Holy Communion, St Andrewôs 

 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting ï Sunday 26 th  

April at 11:00am ï Church Hall, Buckland Road  

Following a Joint Parish Service at 9:30am in the 

Wisdom of God.  Refreshments. 

 

Pentecost Sunday  31 st  May  - Churches 
Together Service, St Andrewôs 6:30pm 

 

ART WORKSHOPS in St Andrewôs Room 
 
Friday 27 th  March JOHN YARDLEY ñWater Colourò 
10:00am to 3:30pm  Cost £22.50  
Friday 17 th  April  TONY JACKSON ñAbstract using a 
ruler and vanishing pointò 10:00am to 4:00pm  Cost 
£22.50  

Friday 29 th  May  ADRIENNE PARKER  ñAnimals in Water 
Colourò 10:00am to 4:00pm  Cost £22.50  

Friday 19 th  June  GEOFF THORPE  ñOil landscape using 
Palette Knivesò 10:00am to 3:30pm  Cost £25  

 

 

 

Advance notice:  

Grand Parish Fete  Sunday 28 th  June  

12 noon ï 4pm  Vicarage Garden  

 

Information on all Parish Events available from 
our Parish Administrator: Lindsay Cole: 01737 -

830167  
  

Once again it has been a fairly quiet period at the Hall.  Odd bits 
of damage have been noted and dealt with.  The Council re-
sponded quite quickly to our request for a new rubbish bin out-
side the Hall, as the previous one suddenly disappeared just be-
fore Christmas ð never to be seen again!  Many villagers missed 
the bin, as they find it useful when they have picked up rubbish 
in the area.  The usual complaint is about dog fouling, which is 
so unpleasant, many dog owners use the rear of the hall grounds 
to access the Recreation Ground - please clear up after your dog! 

The Hall continues to be used for a variety of classes: including 
Yoga; Pilates; Musical Movements; Art; Sequence Dancing; Tap 
Dancing; Childrenõs Dancing; Childrenõs Drama (Encore); 
flower groups and of course Parent & Toddler; Rainbows; 
Brownies; Guides and Junior Church.  It is also a popular venue 
for childrenõs parties - we do offer good rates for the hire of the 
Hall.  Please contact Marianne & Laurie Kaye on 01737-
832848 for bookings. 

Once again I would like to thank the Committee for their con-
tinuing hard work. 

 

Church Hall   
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The one thing that the Lower Kingswood Strollers have not done much of during the winter months is strolling!  In November we 
did venture down to Reigate Heath, an area which offers a variety of walks on generally fairly level ground, although land adjoining 
golf courses can be quite hummocky!  It was a dry and fresh day and quite invigorating. 

In December we tend to meet up for a lunch followed by a short stretching of the legs.  The weather was so inclement that even 
the LK Strollers thought better of it, though the meal was most enjoyable.  Come January, although it was neither raining nor 
snowing, the conditions underfoot promised to be treacherous ð one of our couples had gone for a walk on the preceding Saturday 
and had ended up ankle-deep in swampy farm land! 

We have therefore to admit to being defeated by the winter weather so far ð but 2009 beckons, with fresh opportunities for 
explorations.  With the change in the weather anticipated at the time of writing, Februaryõs stroll should be on, even if a couple of 
Damarts or a windcheater will be needed.  If you are free, why not join us on one of our gentle expeditions.  Sometimes, like a 
favourite bear, we might end up going round in circles, and the likelihood of making any ground-breaking discovery is remote, but 
we always return refreshed and relaxed, even if slightly puffed!  You would be most welcome.  We meet at about 2:00pm on the 
fourth Monday each month.   

 

Lower Kingswood Strollers  

By the time you read this, Spring will probably have arrived, a time of new growth, new life, new warmth and sunshine.  Seasonal 
variations can sometimes be extreme, but the pattern is there and is secure, as long as this blue planet of ours remains in orbit around 
the sun. 

Life itself also brings great changes: we are born at an early age, grow through what seems nowadays to be an ever-shorter childhood 
to become adults.  By the time we have begun to come to terms with what being an adult really means, we reach òthe prime of 
lifeó (whenever that is) and then begin to find limitations asserting themselves so that we realise we are no longer so young as once 
we were. 

Such changes are not confined to individuals.  As the church meeting in Smithy Lane celebrated its 86th anniversary in February, we 
reflected on the ups and downs and extraordinary year we have passed through.  We realise that although people have worked hard 
over many years, the real reason we are still here is the faithfulness of God through all the uncertainties: He has His purpose for both 
church and people in Lower Kingswood. 

We do have links with other churches, and among them we have grown increasingly close to Tollgate Evangelical Church ð just the 
other side of Redhill and of which our Moderator is Pastor.  Last year the two Churches agreed to work together in several areas with 
a view to strengthening the work here in Lower Kingswood.  To us it is significant that the development of the relationship with 
Tollgate came just as we were wondering how we could possibly use the new building effectively: God says that He answers prayers 
before they have been prayed, and that is what He did.  This has already been a great support and encouragement to us in practical 
ways and we look forward to the possibilities ahead as we seek to continue to work in Lower Kingswood. 

The core of that work is sharing the Christian Good News by what we say and do, Good News which is focused in the coming of 
Jesus Christ to this earth.  It is unchanging and does not need to change.  This is the Good News we are here to share with anyone 
who will listen.  

 

Like so many other local events in the area, we had to cancel the 
first meeting planned for CAMEO members due to the very cold 
snow and ice.  We know that many members were disappointed 
to miss the R.N.I.B. Male Choir; but we have been able to re-
book them to come along on 6th April. 

By the time this issue of Village News goes to press, we will have 
had the March meeting when Robin Radley will have told us of 
his work and visits to a Childrenõs Home in India.  Then in April 
we will have the RNIB Choir.  On 11th May we are looking 
forward to a well-know local speaker Bob Ogley whose subject is 
òThe Great Stormó.   

 

Many new members have come along to CAMEO recently who 
have read about us in the Village News.  We welcome both men  
and women of all age groups to our informal meetings, which 
finish with a light tea.  If you are looking to make new friends or 
to renew old acquaintances this is the meeting for you.  
Newcomers to the area are given a special warm welcome and an 
invitation to join us at CAMEO.  Just come along at 2:00pm and 
join with us in our new premises in Smithy Lane.  

 

 

 

CAMEO Club  ï óCome And Meet Each Otherô 

Lower Kingswood Evangelical Church  
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